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Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council  
7.30pm Monday 14th March 2022  

at 

Shustoke Village Hall 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
(Ver 150322) 

 

PRESENT:- Councillor Nick Cole (A/Chair) 
Councillors Graham Dupree, Lisa Dupree, Gill Noble  

 Clerk – David Jeans 

   2 members of public (parts of meeting) 

Also present (part) – Councillor David Humphries, WCC 

 
1. Apologies and Approval of Absences 

 

1.1 Councillors approved the absence of Councillor Chandler. 

 

2. Co-Option of Parish Councillors 

  

2.1 Councillors considered an application for co-option onto the Council from Gill Farr. Councillor 

Noble proposed the co-option, seconded by Councillor G Dupree. This was agreed by 

Councillors. Councillor Farr signed the ‘Acceptance of Office’ form and was welcomed to the 

Council by the Chair. 

 

3.  Declarations of Interest 

 

3.1 It was agreed this would be agenda-specific. 

 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting (10th January 2022) 

 

4.1 The minutes of the last Ordinary meeting had been circulated. Councillor Cole proposed that 

the minutes be adopted, seconded by Councillor Noble and this was agreed by Councillors 

present. 

 

5. Matters arising 

 

5.1 There were no matters arising which were not scheduled for discussion within the main agenda. 

 

6.  Contributions from the Public (Maximum 30 minutes) 

 

6.1 There were no members of the public present at this point of the meeting. 
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7.  Village Crime and Disorder Issues 

  

7.1 Councillor G Dupree reminded members he was a member of the area Neighbourhood Watch 

group and received the minutes. He would circulate information as appropriate. 

 

7.2 No other issues were raised by Councillors.  

 

8. Coronavirus Crisis Update 

 

8.1 There was no further update required, and it was agreed this issue would no longer be a standard 

agenda item. 

 

9. Financial Report  

 

9.1 The Clerk had circulated the 2021/22 accounts to 28th February 2022. The Clerk presented the 

Chair with recent invoices and a SPC payment schedule for the period 11th January 2022 to 

14th March which he signed. The documents were countersigned by Councillor G Dupree. 

Details of the predicted 2021/22 budget outturn had also been circulated.  

   

9.2 The Clerk had circulated the updated proposed 2022/23 budget which took account of the 

precept agreed at the last meeting. He explained there would be minor amendments needed to 

take account of income and expenditure in the remaining part of the financial year. 

 

9.3 The Clerk explained the internal audit process undertaken in recent years, involving the clerks 

of Nether Whitacre, Fillongley and Corley. Councillors agreed that a similar process should 

take place for the audit of the 2021/22 accounts. 

 

9.4 Councillor L Dupree proposed that the financial report be approved, seconded by Councillor 

Cole, and agreed by members present. 

 

9.5 The Clerk had previously raised the issue of the introduction of monthly and transaction 

charges by the Council’s bank. He had written to the Chief Executive and received a ‘standard’ 

response that the charges would continue. As agreed by Councillors, the Clerk had closed the 

redundant Hall account to avoid charges.  

 

10. Planning Matters 

 

10.1 There had been no Shustoke planning items requiring consideration. 

 

11. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

 

11.1 Councillor G Dupree advised that the Working Group had applied for the £500 Jubilee grant 

from North Warwickshire Borough Council. An event was planned for Sunday 5th June on the 

Recreation Ground and a range of entertainment was being booked. The School’s PTA would 

be asked to become involved. Two portable toilets would need to be provided. The Village Hall 

would not now be required. Further consideration of the Jubilee trees donated by Merevale 

Estates was necessary. 

 

11.2 In relation to the expenditure of the Jubilee grant, Councillor L Dupree proposed that the 

Council devolved responsibility for its use to the Working Group. This was seconded by 
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Councillor Noble and agreed by all Councillors present. The Clerk highlighted the power of 

the Council (S137 LGA 1972) to spend Council funding in the interest of, and to the direct 

benefit to the area, or all or some of its residents. The Council had allocated funds in the 

2022/23 proposed budget which would be used if other funding (eg. NWBC grant) could not 

be raised. 

 

11.3 The Clerk raised the issue of insurance cover and agreed to provide the full policy document 

to Councillor G Dupree for the Working Group to ensure there was adequate cover for the 

activities planned. 

 

12. Horticultural Services and Handyperson Activities 

 

12.1 The Clerk had asked the Handyperson to repair the damaged planter or if beyond repair to 

remove it. Councillor Cole reported that this task had been completed.  

 

12.2 The Clerk had also asked for an estimate for repair of the fence between the Recreation Ground 

and the Croxall Drive parking area in case Councillors decided the Council should decide to 

take responsibility (Item 13).  

 

13. Recreation Ground  

 

13.1 Councillor L Dupree introduced Elaine Dupree who was a member of the Recreation Ground 

Working Group. Elaine confirmed there were four quotes for play equipment and two of the 

suppliers had made a site visit. She asked the Council to consider allowing the Working Group 

to widen its scope and look at the strategic exploitation of the site, to include the provision of 

adult equipment, the planting of trees, a sensory area, tree dens etc. This was reinforced by 

Councillor G Dupree. Councillor Farr emphasised the need for ongoing care and maintenance 

of any new equipment to ensure the longest useful life. 

 

13.2 Councillor Cole reported that he had submitted a National Lottery Community Fund bid. 

 

13.3 Following discussion of the procurement process, it was agreed the Working Group should 

undertake the tender evaluation assisted by the Clerk. Councillors agreed that the evaluation 

criteria and weightings would be devised by the Working Group but circulated to other 

Councillors prior to the date of the evaluation. Councillor L Dupree proposed an Extraordinary 

Council Meeting on 28th March to agree the preferred provider and to decide on any other 

urgent issues. This was seconded by Councillor Cole and agreed by Councillors present. 

 

13.4 The Chair thanked Elaine Dupree for the work she had undertaken and her contribution to the 

discussion. 

 

13.5 The Clerk highlighted the damaged fence between the Recreation Ground and the Croxall 

Drive parking area. The Land Registry documents for the Recreation Ground did not specify 

responsibility for the fence (the documents pre-dating the Croxall Drive development and the 

broken section was not logically attributable to a particular house, but a document of unknown 

provenance suggested the fence was the responsibility of the adjacent householder). He asked 

whether Councillors wished the Council to take responsibility for its repair. Following 

discussion, it was agreed the Clerk should write to the relevant resident in Croxall Drive. 
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14. Road Safety Issues 

 

14.1 The Clerk reported that the ‘20mph Speed Limit’ campaign continued to lobby town and parish 

councils and were asking councils to resolve to work toward a standard 20mph limit in 

residential areas, then to advise the County Council of that resolution.  

 

14.2 Following discussion, Councillors agreed that the nature of the residential roads in Shustoke 

was such that the Council would not support the campaign. 

 

14.3 The Clerk advised that the Council had received no detail of NWBC’s new parking 

enforcement as previously promised and he would make further enquiries. 

 

15. Climate Change Issues 

   

15.1 Councillor Cole reminded Councillors that the Council had agreed in principle to provide a 

vehicle charging point within the recreation ground, and to persuade Severn Trent to provide a 

point within the Reservoir car park. The Clerk would seek an indicative price in relation to the 

recreation ground.  

 

16. Developments in Local Government Impacting on the Parish Council or Shustoke 

  

16.1 In the absence of the Council’s Chair, this item was deferred. The Clerk was not aware of any 

developments. 

 

17. Reports from County and Borough Councillors 

 

17.1 Councillor Humphries (WCC) updated Councillors on his approach to the County in respect of 

Village ‘gates’. Church Road did not meet the standard criteria currently applied by the County 

Council but he was pursuing the issue further. 

 

17.2 The changes to the Coleshill crossroads were to be progressed with no ‘right turns’ and traffic 

lights controlling movement. There would also be traffic lights at the single lane bridge over 

the River Cole.  

 

17.3 The new weight limit at the bridge in Coton Road (near Kingsbury Road) had meant that heavy 

goods vehicle movements had increased significantly in Birmingham Road, Nether Whitacre 

and through the Furnace End crossroads. An additional 30 skip lorries were now based at the 

Cedar site near the bridge. 

 

17.4 The number of police officers within Warwickshire Police was at an all-time high (since its 

inception, 1974) but most new officers were working in the response teams rather than the safer 

neighbourhood teams. 

 

17.5 During discussion of speeding issues within Shustoke, Councillor Humphries agreed to provide 

a speed recording exercise to measure the extent of the issue. Councillor Cole expressed the 

Council’s gratitude for his proposed action. 

 

17.6 Councillor Cole queried the availability of Council funds for the recreation ground but 

Councillor Humphries advised that available funding was being concentrated on road safety 

measures. He advised that Sports England and the FA had been very generous in funding 
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projects in the area. He would ask the WCC Sports England liaison officer to contact the 

Council. 

 

17.7 Councillor Cole thanked Councillor Humphries for his attendance and contribution.  

 

18. Report from Village Hall Management Committee 

  

18.1 Councillor Cole reported that use of the Hall continued to grow with several new regular hirers. 

A replacement cleaner had been appointed, and the blocked drains issue had been traced to root 

invasion, now resolved. There were ongoing issues with the roof which were currently being 

addressed. The accounts would be presented to the next Trustee Body and the Hall was in a 

healthy financial position – subject to the cost of roof repairs. Plans for refurbishing the kitchen 

were being developed. 

 

19. Reports from Parish Councillors 

 

19.1 Councillor Noble reported that a resident had donated large print books – currently retained in 

the Hall. Councillor Cole agreed that any request for access should be forwarded to him and 

Councillor L Dupree offered to assist access if required. 

 

19.2 Councillor Noble had received a proposal from a resident that the Hall should be used as a 

temporary residence for Ukrainian refugees. After discussion, Councillors agreed that for 

several reasons, the Hall was not suitable. 

 

19.3 Councillor L Dupree noted that she had launched a new non-profit pre-school play group in 

the village hall each Monday. All profits from the play group would be donated to the recreation 

ground development fundraising. 

 

20. Correspondence  

  
20.1 Shustoke Housing Needs 

  

20.1.1 Neil Gilliver, Development Services Manager of Warwickshire Rural Housing 

Association has contacted the Council in relation to the recent Housing Needs Survey 

conducted to establish needs for affordable homes for people with a local connection to 

Shustoke Parish. The Housing Needs survey confirmed a need for 3 affordable homes 

for people with the necessary local connection to the Parish; the allocations criteria for 

local people would be enshrined within a S106 planning agreement. 

 

20.1.2 Neil advised that Warwickshire Rural Housing Association was a specialist provider of 

affordable rural homes and equipped with the necessary expertise to build and manage 

homes of this nature. He wanted to establish if the Parish Council would support a site 

canvassing exercise to identify a potential small piece of land to accommodate the 3 

homes identified for local people? 

20.1.3 The Council previously resolved to seek the advice of WALC and the Chief Executive 

had responded, “Whilst there may be a need for such housing in this parish the survey 

suggests that only 26% responded, which is very low indeed.  My advice to the council 

would be as follows:- the developers may wish to hold a public event to inform residents 
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of the plans, this is fine, but the council should not be the body to arrange 

this.  Councillors, independently, may attend and the Council might send a PC 

representative to report back to the council as this will be of interest to local 

residents.  Once the planning application has gone through the normal process and the 

council has sight of it, it would go onto the next agenda or planning meeting for 

comments if appropriate. My concern here would be, if the council engages at this very 

early stage it may look like the council is supporting this application. 

 

20.1.4 Councillors agreed to follow the advice of WALC and that the Council would not 

actively participate in the work of the Housing Association. The Clerk would notify the 

Association. 

 

20.2 WALC Membership 

 

20.2.1 The Council’s memberships of bodies was normally considered at the Annual Meeting 

of the Council in May, but WALC had asked the Council to renew its subscription prior 

to the end of March. The Clerk had circulated details of the services provided by WALC 

prior to the meeting. 

20.2.2 Councillor Cole proposed that WALC membership should continue, seconded by 

Councillor Noble and agreed by Councillors present. 

20.3 Road Name Signs – Wilkinson Way 

20.3.1 The Clerk advised that Councillors had expressed different views in relation to the 

Wilkinson Way road name sign. Following discussion, it was agreed the Clerk should 

ask WCC to make repairs or replace the sign. 

 

Exclusion of the Public and Press Recommendation: That under Section 110A(4) of the Local 

Government Act 1972, Councillors to consider and resolve that the public and press be excluded 

from the meeting for the following items of business:- on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined by Schedule 12A to the Act.  

 

In the absence of members of the public, Councillors were not required to exclude the public and press 

for item 21. 

 

21. To Consider the Hours and Emoluments of the Parish Clerk 

  
21.1 The Clerk had circulated a report to Councillors prior to the meeting. He temporarily left the 

room whilst Councillors discussed the report. 

 

21.2 Following discussion, Councillors agreed to make no changes to the hours of the Clerk, 

acknowledging the process currently in place to allow extra hours to be worked if required, 

with prior approval of the Chair. 

 

21.3 Councillors made no change to the rate of expenses paid to the Clerk. 

 

21.4 Councillors agreed to raise the Salary scale point of the Clerk from SCP 21 to 22 with effect 

from 1st April 2022.   
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The Meeting closed at 9.32pm. 

 

 

Extra-Ordinary Meeting  7.30pm Monday 28th March 2022 

Annual Meeting of the Parish   7.30pm Monday 11th April 2022 

Annual Meeting of the Council  7.30pm Monday 9th May 2022 

Ordinary Meeting of the Council  8.30pm Monday 9th May 2022 

 

 

13.2 not a correction - I will send this to you once I have had feedback from the others. 

 

19.3 could I suggest alternate wording: Councillor L. Dupree noted that she has launched a 

new non-profit pre-school play group in the village hall each Monday. All profits from the 

play group will be donated to the recreation ground development fundraising. 

 

 


